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LIFE & ENERGY SAVING COOKING
Five years ago, Ol Pejeta Conservancy, in partnership with Die Ofenmacher, 
identified the need to create energy-efficient and healthier methods of cooking 
for our communities. To move away from using firewood which poses many 
health and environmental risks, we launched the improved cooking stoves 
(ICS) project for communities around the Conservancy. 

The aim of these stoves is to slow down the cutting down of our trees. Trees 
protect the environment and provide smoke-free stoves to our neighbours. Our 
commitment to provide safe and eco-friendly stoves have been met with an 
increase by community members who are adopting this improved stove.This 
past year, 200 households have benefited from this project with a total of 167 
stoves constructed in Withare, Sweetwaters, Matanya, Exrok and Ngobit.

So far, the project has created employment opportunities to 14 stove builders. 
We aim to train 10 more stove builders to support growth in entrepreneurship, 
and enable us to realise our goal of 600 more improved cooking stoves within the 
next year.  If you are interested in having an improved cooking stove in your home 
contact Hillary Mutuma on 0726263549.



NEWTON MATHENGE 

Our work in the community is made 
successful by the dedicated people 
who take their time to understand and 
interact with the community members, 
discuss issues affecting them and find 
ways to create solutions.

One such person is one of our 
community health volunteer, Newton 
Mathenge. Mathenge has been 
working with us since 2016 in the 
Endana and Ereri areas. His work 
involves handling sanitation issues, 
helping with administering deworming 
medication and assisting in our weekly 
health outreaches.

He most recently has been involved 
with our jigger campaign to eradicate 
the extensive parasite within 
households.

Mathenge believes that with a healthy 
society a better environment for 
learning is created , which in turn 
promises a brighter future for the entire 
community.

COMMUNITY HEALTH VOLUNTEER



ICT INTEGRATION EXPANSION
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is at the core of Ol Pejeta’s 
education programmes within the local communities. This year, we expanded our 
ICT programmes bringing us to a total of 23 schools supported by Ol Pejeta and 
our partners.

Our newest beneficiary is the Nanyuki Vocational Training Centre. Ol Pejeta, in 
partnership with Enviroserve Kenya, presented 10 core i7 desktop computers 
to the center which is dedicated to instilling entrepreneurial and employable skills 
to young students who may not be able to get a tertiary education. The computers 
were handed over to the Laikipia County Executive Committee Minister for 
Education and Social Development, Madam Tabithah Mbiriri.  These computers 
will go a long way in supplementing computer training to over 300 students 
currently enrolled at the centre.

This was the first College that Ol Pejeta has provided ICT support to and with the 
help of our partners hope to incorporate another college in 2020. 



THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE 
THE GUARDIAN PROJECT

In the last seven months, through The Guardian Project, members of the 
community have benefited from an agricultural extension programme. This 
programme focuses on compost production, potato and bean production, and 
poultry husbandry. Agricultural extension educates farmers by applying scientific 
research and new knowledge to agricultural practices.. It plays an important 
role in boosting productivity which in turn increases food security and improves 
livelihoods.

COMPOST MAKING
This involves arranging in layers dry material, green materials, water, compost, 
and ashes. In 12 weeks, all materials have decomposed and the pile becomes 
ready for use as organic fertilizer. This is used for planting crop a handful per hill. 
This fertilizer supplies plant nutrients, builds soil structure and texture, and assists 
increase soil water retention capacity.

POULTRY
The poultry project involved purchasing five broody chicken and a cockerel to 
group. After two to three months the chicks hatch and are shared with members 
that didn’t own any. This project has supplied guano poultry manure to the farm, 
increased assets at home and supplied valuable eggs to improve diets

POTATOES
Most farmers recycle and plant the 
potato seeds they harvest year after 
year which leads to degeneration of 
yields and disease vulnerability to 
the new crop. The project  introduced 
certified potato seeds to farmers which 
led to a multiplication factor of six in 
yields. One of the farms’ productivity 
has increased ten-fold as a result of 
using certified seeds.

Potatoes harvested from one of our projects.



CONSERVATION EDUCATION
In September 2019,  we held our fourth community school competition themed 
was ‘chimpanzees’. The main aim of the competition was to raise awareness on the 
plight of chimpanzees and celebrate Giving Day for Apes which occurs annually. 
We asked each student from the 32 participating schools to come up with an 
illustration depicting a typical day in the life of a chimpanzee.

William Tandua, a 6th grader from Wathituga Primary School, pleasantly surprised 
everyone with his winning drawing which shows three chimpanzees eating and 
playing by a river. He won a certificate for himself and his school, a trip to  
Ol Pejeta for his entire class, as well as a voucher for a full school uniform and 
shoes. Nicholas King’ori of Lechugu Primary School, who is in the 5th grade, came 
in second and 7th grader Jeremiah Kahoro of Kijabe Primary School was in third 
place. The two runners up received vouchers for a pair of school shoes each, a 
voucher for books and certificates. 

Ol Pejeta is proud to be part of the journey that will see our community children 
understand the importance of wildlife and a peaceful coexistence between humans 
and wildlife. 



And the winner is.... William Tandua! 
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