
APRIL 2016

COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER

Energy Solution for Ereri Primary School 

In 2015, 13 young volunteers from Woodpecker 
Educational Consulting, China visited the Ol Pejeta 
Conservancy and joined us in installing a 5kW 
(5000Watt) solar power system at Ereri Primary 
School. Ereri is a rural school with poor road access, 
no electricity and no water supply. The installation of 
a solar power system not only provides sustainable, 
green energy, but also allows the school to host 
boarding pupils. This has been of special importance 
to female students, many of whom face harmful 
cultural practices that take them out of school early.  

Bringing Health Services Closer 
For communities living along the northern border 
of the Conservancy, road access is poor, and 
communication networks are weak. A lack of 
government services here means that the closest 
health care facility is more than 20 kilometres 
away in Nanyuki. For many residents, this is either 
expensive, or in the case of the elderly, almost 
impossible to access. Ol Pejeta runs a mobile clinic 
programme, which aims to bring healthcare to these 
rural communities. The bi-weekly outreach plan 
has benefits to residents of Ereri, Endana, Debatas, 
Pois and Tanki Nyeusi communities. An anti-jigger 
campaign was also carried out by Ol Pejeta staff. As 
well as offering immediate and follow-up medical 
treatment, fumigation was offered to affected houses.

Education and Conservation

In 2014, 40 schools visited Ol Pejeta for on an all-
expenses paid conservation education study tour, 
supported by the Laikipia Wildlife Forum (LWF). 
To follow up on what they had learned in the field, 
students were invited to screenings of nature 
documentaries. Through the support of the Rufford 
Foundation, the informative films, donated by the 
African Environmental Film Foundation, addressed 
issues such as human-wildlife coexistence, pollution 
and wildlife conservation. The films aimed to 
empower students to make good decisions about 
their environment in their home communities, and to 
change attitudes toward wildlife conservation. 

Eco-friendly Improved Cooking Stoves   

The energy programme is dedicated to implementing 
environmentally friendly energy solutions in local 
communities. Our flagship project is the smokeless 
Improved Cooking Stove (ICS), proven to cut use of 
firewood by 60%. Over other stoves, the ICS carries 
significant health benefits, reducing the amount of 
smoke inhaled in households. It also helps reduce 
pressure on the forests. So far, the uptake has been 
overwhelming, and our staff is struggling to keep up 
with the demand. 



foreword Rain Water Harvesting  

This project aims to build the capacity of local people 
to collect and store rainfall for times of drought. In 
a semi-arid landscape, this is a vital tool not only in 
protecting livelihoods, but also in ensuring less water 
is extracted from rivers. Towards the end of 2015, Ol 
Pejeta supported the provision of 27 water tanks with 
assistance from the Rotary Club of Nairobi North. 
The communities that benefitted include Riacho, 
Mwakinya, Thome, Kifufungi, Exrok ,Tangi Nyeusi and 
Mirera.

Communities and Conservation
With the support of British Airways, an agriculture 
project was rolled out to support improved 
food security around Ol Pejeta. This involved 
the development of drip irrigation technologies, 
greenhouse farming and rainwater harvesting in 
Tigithi and Lamuria. This project also supplied 
geo-membrane liners for the construction of 36 
water pans. Shallow household-level water pans 
offer enough to supply a household as well as meet 
agricultural demands for that family. 
In another project supported by the Nordic Climate 
Facility, Ol Pejeta is jointly working with the Zeitz 
Foundation in implementing best practices in 
conservation agriculture, water harvesting, and 
reforestation through the establishment of tree 
nurseries. This project also aims to address human 
wildlife conflict through innovative methods such as 
chilli bombs to scare elephants. 

Supporting Access to Quality Education  

In 2015, Ol Pejeta dedicated over Ksh. 36 million 
to education for children, and the development of 
local schools. 57 bursaries were awarded and seven 
classrooms at Njoguini Primary School were built. 
Increasing access to information technology to 
Thome Boys, Endana and Sweetwaters Secondary 
Schools has made a significant impact on student’s 
learning. 39 computers were donated, including 12 
chromebooks (laptops). Three new, fully equipped 
libraries were also established at Thome Boys, 
Sweetwaters and Riacho Primary Schools. 

This has been possible through collaboration with our 
partners including Sino Africa Hope Education,  
PA-MOJA (www.pa-moja.com) and Afretech. 

Butterfly Effect 
One of the challenges facing the Kenyan education 
system is the lack of emphasis on critical thinking 
and problem solving skills. To address this, we 
have been working closely with PA-MOJA, our 
Canadian education donor, to develop a system 
that gives students a chance to develop their skills 
and compete directly with students overseas. This 
programme is called the Butterfly Effect. It involves 
students from three Kenyan and three Canadian 
schools, who publish their research into a particular 
topic on the Butterfly Effect platform. From here, 
they can compare their findings and discuss ideas. 
Through this programme, we also strive to encourage 
mentorship, critical and creative thinking and 
ultimately encourage young learners to turn from 
being consumers to creators of knowledge.

Ol Pejeta’s Community Development Programme 
had an extremely successful year in 2015. Gross 
contribution to local communities rose by 54% from 
Ksh 36million in 2014 to Ksh 74million. Despite a 
downturn in tourism, and therefore overall income to 
Ol Pejeta Conservancy, the Community Development 
Programme received incredible support from donors 
and well-wishers.   

The challenge is now to sustain this growth. Building 
on the successes of 2015 will mean increased 
support across all sectors of the programme; 
education, agriculture, health and energy. Ol Pejeta 
work with 18 communities around its borders to 
ensure conservation has a genuine, meaningful and 
relevant impact on the lives of our neighbours and 
future conservationists.   
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